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North Carolina Plant Sciences Initiative



NC Plant Sciences: Mission
The Mission of the Plant Sciences Initiative is to accelerate the
discovery, education, innovation and outreach. We will accomplish
this by forming interdisciplinary teams and collaborate with our
stakeholders to bring solutions and new knowledge for plant
systems needed to promote the well-being of mankind.



$160.2M Investment
44+ Commodity Groups

Opening Fall 2021

Our Aspiration….
To become the leading research and educational 

plant science program in the WORLD





NC State and LSU: Center of Excellence for 
Regulatory Science in Agriculture (CERSA)



Goals of the Center
•Raise awareness of regulatory 
challenges;

• Increase cooperation and 
collaboration among stakeholders;

•Address important challenges in an 
unbiased manor; 

•Educate the next generation of 
regulatory scientists
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Coming in 2019
• CERSA will hold first Board of Advisers Meeting in March 2019 

Accepting nominations for Board members
• New Certificate Program for Regulatory Science in Agriculture

(available via Distance Education) Fall 2019
• Launch a new Summer Internship Program for students (pending 

funding)
 Seeking industry, NGO, state, and federal partners to host 

summer interns
• Planning for 2019 Innovation and Regulation in 

Agriculture Workshop
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